
May 2012 

Greetings Brethren of Toronto East District;

May the month that is full of holidays, observations, remembrances, appreciation and
designated awareness days.  Everything from May Day, the ancient spring festival were
the maidens danced around the Maypole, to Cinco de Mayo in Mexico, Memorial Day in
the USA, Victoria Day in Canada, VE Day in Europe, Mental Health Month, National
Smile Month, Various Heritage Days, Egg Month, Historic Preservation Month, Older
Americans Month, Teacher Appreciation Month and many more.  The May events that I
would like to focus on are Mother's Day and Leave a Legacy.

Mother's Day is celebrated the second Sunday of May and was begun in the United States
in 1907 by Anna Jarvis, who wished to honor her mother. Many people in Canada
express their gratitude towards the mothers for taking the time to care for them and help
them through life’s challenges, through cards, flowers, chocolates, and dinners or an
outing.  But if you really want to see a true tribute to mothers, I strongly recommend you
contact the Horace Mundy Chapter of the Order of DeMolay and have them come and do
the flower presentation in your Lodge. It is truly a moving experience to witness these
young men paying tribute to their mothers through this ceremony.  I'm sure they would
be pleased to be invited and willing to attend and make this presentation in your Lodge.  

May is also Leave a Legacy month. Research shows that 81% of Canadians contribute to
charitable organizations in their lifetime. However it also shows only 7% leave a gift in
their Will or through estate planning. The intent of Leave a Legacy is to create better
awareness that people’s bequests can help organizations continue to make an important
difference in the communities we leave behind. When we leave a gift we ensure that help
continues to be there for those who need it; and Masonry for all that it gives us, is the
organization of which we should be thinking.

Although it still happens, it is becoming more and more rare that when a brother dies, he
leaves a bequest to his Lodge. This used to be a very common occurrence and the Lodges
benefited greatly from such generosity. It enabled them to set aside funds for special
occasions, such as Lodge Centennials, where we switch over from silver to gold regalia.
It also enables us to grow our investments and generate income to provide relief for those
in need, without having to draw money from our general funds. 

Over the years, I have noticed many obituaries referencing the Masonic affiliation of the
deceased.  The deceased would undoubtedly have devoted much time, effort and money
to Masonry and his community would have benefited from this generosity. I would even
venture to say that this Mason benefited greatly from being a member of the Craft.
However, what I often see missing in these obituaries is a request for a donation to the
Masonic Lodge, Masonic Foundation of Ontario, or perhaps the Shriner’s Hospitals, in
lieu of flowers.  Usually some other organization is named instead. Now I understand and
respect that each of us has a personal connection with some organization that has touched
our life.  But I am only asking that for those of us who have made Masonry a part of our



lives, who believe in the great work of our Fraternity, and that Freemasonry does indeed
make for a better world to live in, that you bear this in mind, when preparing your Will
and leaving instructions with your family to mention Masonry as a consideration for
donations.

At the Official Visit to Coronati Lodge, I talked about the importance of a Mason’s
family being made aware that the Past Master's Jewel remains property of the Lodge and
upon the passing of the brother is to be returned to the Lodge. To that end, I requested W.
Bro. Peter Sialtsis, District Secretary, to send out a document entitled Masonic
Information Record, to all Lodge Secretaries, requesting they forward it on to the
brethren. This record should be filled out, so that your family will know your wishes and
honour them properly, when you are called to the G.L.A. Many family members are
simply unaware of what to do with your Masonic regalia.

The one provision that is not contained in the Masonic Information Record is a place for
you to designate a bequest to your Lodge. This is something to be placed in your Will, so
there will be no confusion or legal obstacles to your wishes being carried out.

Brethren I know that this is not an easy subject to talk about, but I would be remiss in my
duties if I failed to call these matters to your attention for the future prosperity of our
Order and the proper memorial of our departed brethren. The brethren of the past
sacrificed greatly to build up Freemasonry for us and I feel have a duty to continue in
their efforts for future generations of Masons. I would hate to see it whither and wane
because I did not summon up the courage to ask you to please remember Freemasonry
and give what you can to further the tenets and principles of brotherly love, relief and
truth.

The attendance at our Official Visits in April was fantastic, with a number of tight races
for the Traveling Gavel. Thank you once again for your attendance and support.  There
will be one more opportunity to win the Traveling Gavel this Masonic year and I am
hoping you will turn out in record numbers for this final Official Visit.  We also have two
Installations remaining in the District this Masonic year and I know the Installing
Masters are hard at work putting together their Trestle Boards. I look forward to also
seeing you at these events:

The Beaches Lodge Installation Thursday May 3 , 2012;rd

Wexford Lodge Official Visit Friday May 4 ; 2012; andth

Friendship Lodge  Installation Wednesday May 9 ; 2012.th

I am pleased to announce that The Stonecutters S.W. group will be conducting a 2  D. atnd

Canada Lodge on Tuesday, May 1 , 2012. Lets see if we can also come out and showst

them our support that evening.



Our Divine Service was held Sunday, April 22 , 2012 at the Ebenezer United Churchnd

saw a great turnout of Masons from our District.  Thanks to all of our members and their
families who are able to attend. I greatly appreciate your support of this important
District event.  We were very well received and as I was thanking the congregation for
inviting us, they were thanking us for attending.  The congregation was certainly a lot
better enlightened about Freemasonry with our visit. I thank V.W. Bro Joe Das, District
Chaplain, for arranging the day and R.W. Bro. Hugh Kernohan, Past Grand Chaplain for
attending and delivering the sermon.

I also wish to thank the brethren who attended our Spring District Meeting, Saturday,
April 28 , 2012 at Doric Pickering Masonic Temple. The wonderful turnoutth

demonstrates the dedication of our membership to the future success of the District.  We
received many reports from our District Chairmen, whom I thank for their efforts and
service throughout this year.  We were introduced to those brethren who hope to service
our Craft by allowing their names to stand for nomination to Grand Lodge Office. Lastly,
we considered many suggestions from the brethren of the District for the future
management and direction of the District. Through all of your efforts, I am optimistic of
our future as a leading District within our Grand Jurisdiction.
 
Lastly brethren, W. Bros. David Neave and Bill Willis have informed me the District
Awards packages and Tickets for the 1  Annual Black & White District Gala, are now inst

the hands of the your Lodges Secretaries and Senior Wardens respectively. Both
Chairmen are working with great enthusiasm to ensure this a very special night for your
ladies and to give proper recognition to the recipients of the various District Awards. I
know you will support what we believe to be a very important event for Toronto East
District.  Please note that your family and friends are very welcome to attend.

To keep up to date on the events within our District, please remember to read the Trestle
Board and make note of the dates, or visit our District web site managed by Bro. Michael
K. Morris, www.torontoeastdistrict.com and check the calendar.

May the G.A.O.T.U. watch over you and yours and may we all strive to live up to our
obligations.

Fraternally 

R.W. Bro. Keith Jones
District Deputy Grand Master
Toronto East District

http://www.torontoeastdistrict.com/
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